Background Carbamazepine (CBZ) therapy is associated with hypersensitivity reactions, which can be multisystemic and sometimes fatal. The pathogenesis of these reactions is incompletely understood but heterologous immunity generated to viral antigens has been proposed as a potential mechanism. Our aim was to investigate changes in gene expression profi les of peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMCs) from patients with CBZ hypersensitivity to characterise the pathways involved in immune activation.
